
 

WORSHIP PREPARATION & PRAYER                                                

Song of Gathering #162                                       “The Birthday of a King”   

(*livestream begins) 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Invocation 

 

* Call to Worship – Lighting of Candles                  PEACE 

 

Leader: In the darkest times we cannot see to make our way.  

Our eyes adjust, but still everything is shadowed and grey. We reach out, 

desperate for comfort, for balance, for the familiar, for hope. 

People: In the darkest times, even a faltering light can be just enough: 

the flame flickers, twinkles, dances—and it is dazzling! For in its light, 

we see light: God in our midst. 

~Candles are lit~ 

Leader: However impossible it seems, here we are, servants of the Lord, 

living in a world of chaos —blessed is the one who knows the Prince of 

Peace and is one of His people. 

People: Come, O come, Emmanuel, God with us, and we will rejoice.                                                        

Old Testament Reading               Isaiah 52:7-10 

 

Meditation #155         “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

Corporate Prayer of Confession  

God, our Savior, we confess the brokenness of our world. It’s filled with 

unrest, uncertainty, violence, and greed. We are sorry for the times our 

selfishness and pride have hurt you, your creation, and other people. We 

also confess the times our comfort has made us oblivious to the suffering 

of others. At times when things seem to be going well we have even 

forgotten that we need you as our Savior. Forgive us, and help us rely on 

you for healing in our lives and in the world around us. We pray in Jesus’ 

name and the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon                                        Psalm 85:2, 3 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

WORSHIP IN GOD’S WORD   

Scripture Reading             Luke 2:21-35 

        

Meditation #143             “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

 

Sermon                                             “A Peace of Hope for the New Year” 

 

 

WORSHIP IN DECLARING OUR FAITH                                                                                

New Testament Responsive Reading         Titus 3 

 

Joys & Concerns of the Church                                                                        

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

*Hymn #136 (verses 1, 2, and 3)    “The First Noel” 

 

*Hymn #138           “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 

*Benediction   

 

*Responsive Benediction #133 (verse 1) “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

*ALL THOSE WHO ARE ABLE PLEASE STAND 

 

 

New Testament Responsive Reading (Titus 3) 

 

Leaders: Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be 

obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good,  

People: to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always 

to be gentle toward everyone. 

 

Leader: At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and 

enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and 

envy, being hated and hating one another.  

People: But when the kindness and love of God our 

Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy.  

 

Leader: He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ 

our Savior,  

People: so that we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life 

and may be careful to devote ourselves to doing what is good. 


